HIBBING COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE OUTLINE

COURSE TITLE & NUMBER:  History of the Musical Theater:  THTR 1800

CREDITS: 3 (Lec 3/Lab 0)

PREREQUISITES: College level reading strongly recommended

CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

History of the Musical Theater is the study of the American Musical; its beginning in early America as it came from European forms to what we know as musical theater today. The class covers the different forms of musical theater such as Comic Opera, Vaudeville, Burlesque and Operetta. The class also includes the study of the Mature Musical including composers and lyricists such as Jerome Kern, Rodgers and Hammerstein and Stephen Sondheim and the elements of the musical. The entire course is taught through the rich sounds, colorful pictorials and creative use of films, sound tracks and still photos. 

OUTLINE OF MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:

I. A philosophy of musical theater

II. Forms of musical theater

A. European forms in early America

B. Minstrelsy

C. Vaudeville

D. Burlesque

E. Revue

F. Comic Opera and Operetta

III. The Mature Musical

A. Jerome Kern

B. Rodgers and Hammerstein

C. Stephen Sondheim
D. Others
IV. Elements of the Musical Theater

A. The book

B. Lyrics

C. The score

D. Dance

E. Design
V. Recent musical theater/problems and issues

COURSE GOALS / OBJECTIVES / OUTCOMES:

The student will:
1. examine and demonstrate knowledge of the evolution of the American musical

2. define the variety of Musical Theater shows.

3. identify differences and commonalities between different musical theater shows and styles.

4. identify the major elements of a musical theater show.

5. identify the ideas, practices and contributions of the most influential musical theater creative artists.

6. develop an appreciation of the artistic influences of writers, composers, lyricists, choreographers and performers whose achievements carried the American musical from its development period to recognized achievement.

7. examine the process of creating musical theater across a range of historical periods, social structures and American cultures.

8. examine and identify recent musical theater trends toward downsizing and decline.

9. review one live musical theater production.

MNTC GOALS AND COMPETENCIES: 

Humanities & Fine Arts

Area A
Human Diversity

HCC COMPETENCIES:

Working Productively and Cooperatively

Communicating Clearly and Effectively

STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS: 

1. Students will verify they have read and comprehended each chapter of reading assigned to them by answering questions and participating in class discussions.

2. Students will participate actively in small group exercises and discussions in class.

3. Student will complete all tests and written assignments on the due date.

4. Students will attend a live musical theater production and write a review and description of the experience. 

5. Students will treat the instructor and each other with respect and tolerance for individual differences.

METHODS FOR EVALUATING STUDENT LEARNING: 

Students will be evaluated through tests, written assignments, theater production review, class participation and discussion. 

SPECIAL INFORMATION:

Students will be required to attend an HCC theatre or musical performance and/or an area musical theater production at students’ own expense.
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