HIBBING COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE OUTLINE
COURSE TITLE & NUMBER:  The Social Conscience in Drama:  THTR 1500 CREDITS:  3  (Lecture 3/ Lab 0)

PREREQUISITES:  None
CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

The Social Conscience in Drama surveys a broad range of plays from diverse playwrights, cultures, and historical periods.  Students apply analytical skills to interpret each playwright's themes.   Students identify, analyze, and evaluate ethical choices made by characters in each play and compare the play presentation of ethical dilemmas with contemporary society's views and their ethical values.  This course is designed to evoke students' appreciation for how theater stimulates citizens to discuss and define their own ethical values.
OUTLINE OF MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:

I.
Introduction to interpreting drama

A.
Reading a play as a production blueprint

B.
Using actors' interpretive skills in character study

C.
Distilling playwrights' themes from dialogue

II.
Ethical deliberation

A.
Understanding context

B.
Applying past moral codes to present circumstances

C.
Identifying ethical perspectives of characters and authors

III.
Viewing plays comparatively to contemporary society

A.
Interpreting historical context of play texts

B.
Identifying universal themes within a play

C.
Analyzing plays for parallel issues to contemporary society

IV.
Exploring the ethical motivation of dramatic characters

A.
Identifying major character conflicts within a play

B.
Articulating ethical choices from character perspectives

C.
Applying student values to dramatic contexts

V.
Interpreting Shakespeare from an ethical perspective

A.
Shakespeare's theater

B.
Shakespeare's use of language

C.
Shakespeare's stage reality character/audience connection

D.
Shakespeare's characters' ethical choices compared to 
student perspectives

COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES:

The students will:
1.
compare and contrast a wide range of plays from different cultural heritages and various historical periods.

2.
articulate individual character and cultural values within the world of each play.

3.
utilize basic interpretive skills to analyze ethical themes in each theatrical work studied.

4.
articulate their personal ethical values in comparison to ethical decisions made by characters in each play.

5.
evaluate ethical ramifications of specific character actions within a play in terms of their legal implications.

6.
identify with tolerance the diversity of political and personal motivations possible with ethical issues raised in each play.

MNTC GOALS AND COMPETENCIES MET:  

Humanities and Fine Arts, Area A 
Ethics and Civic Responsibility 

HCC COMPETENCIES:

Working Productively and Cooperatively

Communicating Clearly and Effectively

Thinking Creatively and Critically

Social/Civic Responsibility

STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS:

Students will
1.
verify they have read and comprehended assigned plays by the given deadline by answering discussion questions.

2.
participate actively in class discussions, small group exercises, and oral reading exercises.

3.
treat the instructor and each other with respect and tolerance for individual differences.

4.
apply their understanding of ethical deliberation to the plays by writing two papers comparing ethical perspectives.

5.
clearly articulate their personal responses to each assigned play in regular journal assignments.

6.
read and analyze a play independently of their classmates and present their ethical interpretation to the instructor. 

For disability accommodations, please contact student support services.
Students are encouraged to discuss their individual needs with the instructor.
METHODS FOR EVALUATING STUDENT LEARNING:

Students will be evaluated on two papers, written responses to journal questions, and their active participation in class discussions.  Students will also be graded on their presentation of their own ethical analysis of a play they read independently of their classmates. 

SPECIAL INFORMATION:  (SPECIAL FEES, DIRECTIVES ON HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, TEXTBOOK USED, ETC.)
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