
HIBBING COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE OUTLINE
Course Title & Number:  Digital Photography:  MACO 1400 

Credits:  3 (2 Lec/ 1 Lab)
Prerequisites: None
Catalog Description:

Digital Photography will introduce students to the technical and aesthetic aspects of digital photography, with emphasis on artistic expression and photographic composition.  Topics include:  camera handling, exposure control, lenses, film, lighting, and digital imaging techniques.  This course requires work in the Multimedia computer labs and assignments that may require photography off campus.  The student must have access to a digital camera with manual control of focus, aperture, and shutter speed, and will be required to purchase printing supplies throughout the semester.

OUTLINE OF MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:

I.   
Introduction

A.
Explanation of course content & expectations
II.  
History of Photography
A.  
Invention
B.  
Influences in society
C.  
Photography as an art
D.  
Digital photography influences

III. 
Social Responsibility

A.       Role of photographer in society

B.       Social guidelines for photographers

C.       Do’s & Don’ts for various situations

1. Sports

2. Architecture & landscapes

3. Events/Reporting

4. Studio Photography
IV. 
Cameras
A.  
Anatomy of a camera
B.  
Types of cameras
C.  
Choosing a camera
V.  
Exposure Control

A.  
Shutter speed

B.  
Aperture settings

C.  
Focal length & depth of field
VI.  
Photographic Composition
A.  
Composition guidelines

B.  
Color theory 

C.  
Visual design
VII.  
Digital Darkroom Processes
A.  
Scanning/downloading
B.  
Photo re-touching 
C.  
Color correction
VIII.  
Lenses
A.  
Types & uses
B.  
Controlling depth of field
IX.  
Light Meters
A.  
External
B.  
In-camera
C.
Automatic exposures

D.  
Brightness range

X.  
Studio Lighting

A.  
Types of lights

B.  
Portrait lighting

C.  
Light direction

XI.  
Presentation Techniques

A.  
Mounting

B.  
Matting

C.  
Portfolio construction

COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES

Students will:
1.
identify the historical significance of photography in American society. 
2.
identify the role photography plays in society.

3. 
describe the various types of cameras and their characteristics.

4. 
list a variety of uses for different types of cameras.  

5. 
name the basic parts of any camera and explain how they function.  

6.
demonstrate proper handling of photographic equipment.

7.
identify various types of exposure control systems.

8. 
identify how shutter speed and aperture setting effect exposure.
9. 
demonstrate the use of focusing controls to obtain a desired Depth of Field.

10.   identify standard photographic composure guidelines.
11.   correctly compose a number of shots dealing with a variety of subjects.
12.   complete a study in architectural photography.
13.   complete a study in landscape photography.
14.    identify the challenges of wildlife and action photography.
15.   conduct themselves in a professional manner while on photo shoots. 
16.   produce black and white, and color prints, free of technical blemishes.

17.   describe different techniques used within digital editing software to 
        enhance a variety of  images.

18.   perform basic color correction techniques.

19.   perform basic photo re-touching techniques.

20.   analyze and critique photographs from a variety of subjects and artists. 
21.   identify the differences between outdoor and studio photography.
22.   utilize different types of indoor and outdoor lighting.
23.   utilize a light meter to correctly expose a variety of prints under different 

        lighting conditions.

24.   set up a standard portrait lighting situation.
25.   name a variety of photographic lenses and how they differ.
26.   mount and/or mat prints.
27.   demonstrate and understanding of photographic terminology through 
        oral and written means.
28.   write a critical analysis of prints made.

29.   construct a photographic portfolio.
30.   identify the artistic and functional aspects of photography.
MNTC GOALS AND COMPETENCIES MET:

The Humanities and Fine Arts, Area B
HCC COMPETENCIES MET:

Working Productively

Thinking Creatively & Critically

Social & Civic Responsibility

Communicating Clearly & Effectively

STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS:
Students are expected to attend all classes, participate in discussions, complete all assignments on time, be present for critiques, and apply the skills learned in lecture towards the development of professional quality photographs.  
STUDENT ASSESSMENT SHALL TAKE PLACE USING INSTRUMENTS SELECTED/DEVELOPED BY THE COURSE INSTRUCTOR.
.  
SPECIAL INFORMATION:  (SPECIAL FEES, DIRECTIVES ON HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, TEXTBOOK USED, ETC.)

Students must have access to a digital camera with manual control of focus, aperture, and shutter speed.  Students will be required to purchase photographic paper throughout the semester.  In addition, students may wish to purchase other supplies, such as cameras, binders, and/or mounting supplies.
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